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ARENA:

Mrs. Haisman, where and when were you born, so
that we have some general idea of your own back
ground?

HAISMAN:

I was born in Whittier, California, in the Whittier
Hospital--a long time ago it was torn down--not the
Murphy Hospital.

ARENA:

Do you remember about where that hospital was located? I was thinking of a Dr. [William v.]
Mars'hburn, whom I think was one of the heads of
one of these hospitals. The Marshburns are related to the
President. Oscar Marshburn is the uncle, and his father was
a doctor who did have a hospital for a while. I'm just won
dering if that might be the one, since you said it was not
the Murphy Hospital and this was not the Murphy Hospital,
either.

HAISMAN:

No.

This was on North Painter [Avenue].

ARENA:

Excellent, because I think that might be the hos
pital connected with this Marshburn.

HAISMAN:

Dr. [George S.] Buehler was the elderly, the father
of the young Dr. [George S.] Buehler in Whittier.

ARENA:

I've had the pleasure of interviewing the young
Dr. Buehler, I believe.

HAISMAN:

That's right.
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ARENA:

Do you recall, or do you know where your parents
were born, just out of curiosity? Were they
native Californians?

HAISMAN:

No, they weren't. My father was born in Ireland
and my mother was born in Canada.

ARENA:

Any idea how they came to California, and Whittier
in particular?

HAISMAN:

Well, my father settled in Whittier as a young man
and had an orange grove out in East Whittier. It's
on Ocean View Avenue and Whittier Boulevard. Of
course, they've since subdivided, but my sister lives on a
piece of it yet, right next to the East Whittier School.

ARENA:

What were the years that occupied your father's
residence and your own residency in East Whittier?
As you know, that's where the President grew up
while he lived in Whittier. I'm just wondering if you got,
for example, to the grocery store there, and so forth.
If
this is of any help, the President moved from Yorba Linda
[California] to East Whittier [California] in 1922, and of
course, remained there, where he grew up, throug'h high school.
HAISMAN:

Uh huh.

I lived in Whittier first for ten years,
and then we went to Los Angeles for two years, and
then we moved to the ranch in East Whittier, and
I think it was about 1923, or around there.
I graduated in
'25.

ARENA:

I see. The President's graduating class of the
high school was 1930, and of the college, 1934.

HAISMAN:

And mine was 1929. He was just like one of the
little fellows, just a younger boy, and yet we
knew each other well.

ARENA:

Did you know him through the grocery store?
your parents shop there at all?

HAISMAN:

No. We all went there; nearly everybody would go
out there, I think.

ARENA:

It was the only grocery store in East Whittier . .

HAISMAN:

Did

. . . unless we went into town. On South Painter
[Avenue] there was a store. I remember him in
grammar school because of Alan, playing with Alan
Wheatland.
And then when I went into high school
I had to ride the bus, and then when he went into high school
he had to ride the bus.
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ARENA:

While we're on this question of your meeting the
President, would you give an overall summary, and
then we'll break it down into detail and we'll be
more specific, about the first time you ever met the President,
and then if you were in more or less daily contact with him,
how long a period? For example, the East Whittier Elementary
School years, and then the high school years, and so forth,
and then about the last time you actually had a direct contact
with the President. You don't need to go into detail, but
just give us the general dates.
HAISMAN:

Let's see.
there.

ARENA:

We'll say it was around 1922. You were born in
1910. Ten years would make it 1920.

HAISMAN:

Yes.

ARENA:

1922 would be about right.

HAISMAN:

Or '23, maybe.

ARENA:

And then you were attending East Whittier Elemen
tary School.

HAISMAN:

That I

ARENA:

And your graduating class was what?

HAISMAN:

1925.

ARENA:

1925. And all the time you were in East Whittier
Elementary School you knew him.

HAISMAN:

He was just in school.

ARENA:

At that point, all right.

HAISMAN:

And because he was with Alan a lot, that I can
remember. And I don't remember giving them any
thought, because they were the younger brothers.

ARENA:

Naturally. And of course he was a boy, and boys
played with boys and girls with girls, and all
that.

HAISMAN.

I can't even remember when I moved back

We moved to town for two years.

S

right.

But we walked. Now, we had to walk in those days.
And Wheatlands lived clear in at Whittier Boulevard
and South Painter [Avenue], so that was a long walk,
and half the time we'd walk half way and then back half way
and the little kids were always. . • . You know, there was
always a bunch of kids.
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ARENA:

Running into one another, and stopping to play.

HAISMAN:

Yes. Well, we didn't play; we didn't really play.
No, we didn't play. And all I know is from then
we got on the bus, and he'd always be on the bus.

ARENA:

And the bus would be what years, generally, and
what school?

HAISMAN:

Going to Whittier Union High School.
only school then.

ARENA:

You did not go to Fullerton [High School], as he
did for two years?

HAISMAN:

No.

It was the

ARENA:

See, before he went to Whittier High School, you
mayor may not remember, he did attend his first
two years of high school in Fullerton [California],
and the last two years at Whittier High--the graduating year
being 1930--but during those last two years, you did see him
or did take the bus and did see him on the bus.
HAISMAN:

Yes, yes. And of course, we didn't perhaps ride
the bus every day, but we were supposed to. And
the only incident that I remember is when the bus
broke down and they sent another bus. And most of the people
on the bus hid in the orange trees because we thought it would
be smart just to walk in, walk to school. We had an excuse.
And he wouldn't do it, and some others didn't, too. But it
was really kind of a sad occasion for us, because we paraded
right down through town, down to the other end of town where
the school was. And we were reprimanded, and it wasn't what
we thought was a fun day. But he didn't go, which I charac
terized as Richard, because he was dependable and trustworthy,
and I think that was something that we didn't show.
[Laughter]
We weren't looking ahead very far.
ARENA:

And this would have been during the high school
years. Do you remember precisely which year, and
maybe the part of the year--fall, spring?

HAISMAN:

NO, I don't, but it was nice weather.

ARENA:

Do you think it was your senior year? This is when
you're getting quite bold then, your last year of
high. And your graduating class again, was 1929?

HAISMAN:

Yes.

ARENA:

1928-29 was your last year.
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HAISMAN:

And I don't remember this, but my sister, this is
the only thing that she remembers. It was in '28,
I guess.

ARENA:

Well, excuse me.
I guess we can figure it out.
It would have had to be that '28-'29 year.

HAISMAN:

Yes, that's right.

ARENA:

Yes.

HAISMAN:

~hen,

ARENA:

You aren't going to leave the bus for a minute,
are you? I wanted to ask you some more questions.
Did you say the bus broke down, or was it involved
in an accident?

HAISMAN:

No, it just broke down and they sent another bus.
~hat was the Hendricks bus, Ted Hendricks.

ARENA:

Would you happen to know if that family is still
in the Whittier area?

HAISMAN:

Oh, I think so. Oh, surely somebody would know.
Ted had the bus. He drove the bus, maybe.

ARENA:

Fine. While we're on that bus situation, about
how many students, do you recall, could the bus
handle, and was it to school and back every day?

HAISMAN:

Well,
I had
it we
catch

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you remember what
areas were served in addition to East Whittier, or
was this the only area?

HAISMAN:

No.

ARENA:

Just between East Whittier and Whittier High School
and everything in between.

HAISMAN:

Yes. Oh, you had to live three miles, I think,
or more to get assistance, or something, for
riding on the bus.

ARENA:

Was there any charge for you students, or for your
parents, actually, I guess?

that is the incident that I can remember of
the bus, and live always thought that was interest
ing.

I didn't ordinarily go back on the bus, but
to go to school on the bus, and if I missed
had to drive in, but we were supposed to
the bus.
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HAISMAN:

Well, if you didn't sign up for a book • . . .
You got a rate on a book, if you signed up for it
and remembered to do it.

ARENA:

In other words, your parents had to pay, even
though you signed up for the book.

HAISMAN:

That's what I remember.

ARENA:

Also, do you remember about the number that the
bus could handle? About how many students?

HAISMAN:

Well, it took other people, too.

ARENA:

Oh, it wasn't just students.
It was a bus that
ran regularly up and down the line?

HAISMAN:

That

ARENA:

Was the main route along Whittier Boulevard, too?
I don't know if it was called Whittier Boulevard
then, or not. Maybe it was called County Road
then.

HAISMAN:

That's right.

ARENA:

Would it have gone just along that road, do you
iliiM?

HAISMAN:

No, because it went up and it cut up to the orange
groves in East Whittier.

ARENA:

Oh, I see.
went off •

I

S

right.

You criss-crossed, in other words,

HAISMAN:

I remember turning up, and we went up by the
orange trees.
Of course, it was all orange trees
in those days.
It was all orange groves. And I
don't remember the direct route, but i t was in East Whittier
that we got into our little bit of trouble. And I don't re
member any other occasion on the bus.
ARENA:

HAISMAN:

If it isn't too personal, would you mind saying
what the reprimand consisted of from the school's
side, and if it also involved any family reprimand
when you got home?

Well, my family didn't.
I don't know if they even
knew about it.
[Laughter]
But I do know that we
paraded single file through town; and then you know,
Whittier High is clear down at the other end of Philadelphia
Street, and when we got there we all had to go in to see the
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principal. We were . . . . Really, it took all the wind out
of our sails, because we thought we had had quite a day, quite
a lark, and that's all I remember about that.
ARENA:

Do you recall talking with the President about
that, ever, at any time later?

HAISMAN:

Oh, no. NO, I don't, because I don't remember,
except that we were both holding office at differ
ent times.

ARENA:

In the student government?

HAISMAN:

Vb huh. And I've seen pictures in the book and
what not, and I was absent the day the pictures
were taken, and I'm so sorry, because that would
have been nicer to have been able to prove that I was there.
ARENA:

But your picture would be in the graduating class.

HAISMAN:

Yes, but I mean in the class officers, when they
group them. And in college, too. Freshman.

ARENA:

Oh, I meant to ask you, did you go on through
Whittier College?

HAISMAN:

No, I didn't go through.
year.

ARENA:

I see. But you did attend Whittier College, and
he would have been there during your second year.
Did you complete the second year?

HAISMAN:

No, I didn't.

ARENA:

About how much?

HAISMAN:

I got married in June, but then I quit before that.

I stopped in my second

ARENA:

This might be of no direct connection, but I'd
like to ask it anyway, since you did mention the
idea that your father was born in Ireland. The
President's father was of Irish extraction. He was born in
America, but his ancestors had come from Ireland. Did that
ever come up in any way between you and the President?
HAISMAN:
ARENA:

No.

If you remember, from the standpoint of understanding
the community in which the President grew up as a
young man, do you remember ever suffering any, oh,
not persecution, but prejudice or people making fun of either
yeu or your father because of this idea of being immigrants?
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HAISMAN:

We NEVER did. And what's interesting is that
the W. Rex Kennedys, before they moved dawn on
South Painter Avenue, lived just on the next
street behind me.

ARENA:

By the Kennedys, you're talking about the family
of W. Rex Kennedy.

HAISMAN:

Well, the editor of the paper.

ARENA:

That is the one.

HAISMAN:

And I was in their home many times, and only from
reading I would never have known there was any
trouble.

ARENA:

By trouble, you're talking about the way of preju
dice.

HAISMAN:

The Irish.

ARENA:

This is the daughter, Mary Frances Kennedy Fisher.

HAISMAN:

Yes. But we never had any. I didn't even know
there was anything like that.

ARENA:

And you certainly didn't experience any yourself.

HAISMAN:

Never.

She mentions the Irish in there.

ARENA:

Now, to go back again and pick up some details
about some of these things we've been discussing.
What do you recall in the way of personal experi
ences involving you and the President, where maybe it wasn't
face to face, but you were in the same classroom, or the same
East Whittier Elementary School assembly, or maybe a play,
maybe a game in which you may have been either a spectator
or a participant, or any incident that comes to mind where
you saw the President on these occasions, including partici
pating in a school debate? Anything like that at all would
be fine.
HAISMAN:

I'm sorry.

I don't.

ARENA:

You were never in any of the same classes, or you
don't remember?

HAISMAN:

I was not in the same classes. We both took Latin
in high school, and then we both belonged to the
Latin Club.

ARENA:

I see. The fact that you graduated a year ahead
meant that you did not have the same Latin class?
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HAISMAN:

That's right. I had taken French and didn't do
too well, so I skipped and took my third year
Latin to get my credits.

ARENA:

And as far as the President and you in the Latin
Club, do you recall anything about that?

Only that he was the one that you could calion
that did things, that would get things done. He
was one of those that didn't just come to the
meetings. He helped. There are so many people that will not
really get in and do something to help.
HAISMAN:

ARENA:
HAISMAN:

How did he get along with the other students in
the club?

Well,
liked
and I
any trouble, and
member it.

I just thought he got along fine. Everybody
him. I presumed that everybody liked him,
know that he never did anything to get into
he never caused any comment, the way I re

ARENA:

How about his playing the piano on any occasion
during any of the club programs?

HAISMAN:

I don't remember.

ARENA:

Do you remember his playing the piano at all, at
any time?

HAISMAN:

Well, I only saw him at our club banquets or the
club meetings, and we didn't do anything like that.
~he banquet was always very Roman, carried out in
togas and in Roman style. That's all I remember.

ARENA:

You do remember attending the banquet?

HAISMAN

One in particular.

ARENA:

And you recall that he was present, even though
you don't recall the details of what took place.

HAISMAN:

Only because. • • • And that's why I wish I could
have refreshed my memory with Miss ~une] Steck,
to know even if it were at the Orangewood Club
or not.

ARENA:

I have had the pleasure of interviewing her, and
she did remember some of the details, so I wouldn't
worry that you don't remember all of them. Did
you ever see him on a date?
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HAISMAN:

Now, the only occasion that I can remember vividly
--and that was because we were married at the
time--was with Evelyn and Bill Krueger. We went
to the Paris Inn Cafe in Los Angeles.

ARENA:

Is that still standing, do you happen to know?

HAISMAN:

No, it isn't.

ARENA:

Do you recall about where the address was?

HAISMAN:

It was down near Chinatown in Los Angeles. And
the reason I remember it in particular was be
cause we met Richard [Milhous Nixon] and a friend
there, and we talked to them. He said he was just celebrat
ing his graduation from law school. But the thing that im
pressed me that night was that [Stan] Laurel and [Oliver]
Hardy were there, and we were impressed with them. And that
was it.
ARENA:

Was there any special personal contact with Laurel
and Hardy? For example, did any of you, including
the President, ask them for their autographs?

No. I don't know if he did. I don't think he did,
because he was just so happy being through with
law school. And I know we were just happy to see
them because we hadn't seen him for a long time, just an old
friend, and to meet in Los Angeles, we thought that was • . .
But he knew Bill, because [William] Bill Krueger finished at
Whittier [College].
HAISMAN:

ARENA:

Do you recall approximately his graduating year?
When you say Whittier, you mean Whittier college
now. Do you think he belongs to the same class,
1934, as the President?

HAISMAN:

It would have been '33 for Bill, and mine WOULD
have been.

ARENA:

I see. Do you recall that the name of the girl
with the President may have been Marie Morrison?
Does that ring a bell in any way?

HAISMAN:

I can ' t .

ARENA:

She may have been a blonde. Of course, I've seen
her recently.
I have interviewed this young lady.

HAISMAN:

I know it wasn't Pat [Patricia Ryan Nixon], is
all, because I have since talked to my sister and
told her I couldn't remember, and she said, "Well,
I know you told me it wasn't," so I had mentioned it at the
time.
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ARENA:

On the question of Pat, now Mrs. Richard Nixon,
did you ever get to meet her under any circum
stances later on?

HAISMAN:

No.

ARENA:

And also on that question and the President, did
you ever attend any of the plays in which he acted?

HAISMAN:

No, that is it.

ARENA:

That's your direct firsthand contact with the
President over this period. Did you say something
to the extent, though, that your husband had met
him later?

HAISMAN:

No, just that night. That was really the only
night that he has met Richard. And we just met
him there accidentally.

ARENA:

Well, when you did meet him there, did you take
the same table and remain together?

HAISMAN:

No, we didn't. But we had a nice visit, and we
were glad to see eac'h other, because he knew Bill
and Eve, too, and we just talked [things] over
and found out that he had just graduated and finished law
school, and we were all glad to hear that, and that was it.

ARENA:

Would you say that he was in very good spirits?

HAISMAN:

I know he was just happy, really.

ARENA:

Actually, for the record, did you see drinks on
the table? Did you know that he was drinking,
and would you happen to know what the drink was?

HAISMAN:

NO, and at that time I would have been surprised,
because we were still at that stage where we didn't
drink when we were in high school, and then started
after we were married, having a few, and that lasted for a
few years.

ARENA:

Although you personally didn't drink in high school,
how strict would you say most of the other students
were about that? Do you think that some of the stu
dents, maybe seniors, had gone off to Los Angeles and had
gone to places like the Paris Inn?

HAISMAN:

No, see, that was several years later.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, it was illegal up until 1933.

-12

HAISMAN:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

I was just wondering to what extent, even though
it was illegal •

We didn't have any, and we'd have our dances.
Now, I don't know what went on, because there was
always different groups. But in college I remember
we had our first dance on the campus when I was there.
I
didn't have much to do with it, but I mean I decorated and
planned for it.
HAISMAN:

ARENA:

Was it held right on the campus?

HAISMAN:

Yes, right in the gYm.

ARENA:

Was there something to the effect that no dances
were allowed in high school, so they were allowed,
though, in the Women's Club, either East Whittier
or Whittier proper?

HAISMAN:

That s right. And the one in town, we had things
there, too, because we put on little plays and
things on the stage there, dances. That was a
dance at the new Women's Club. But we did have to have our
high school--or was it in college--no, we had to go off to
a little place to have our dances, but we did have the first
one that I can remember on the campus when I was there.
I

ARENA:

Although you were not on campus at the time the
President was a junior, he campaigned on the plat
form of allowing dances on a regular basis, but
to allow dances, not just exceptional cases.
I believe in
your case it would have been an exception.
HAISMAN:

This is what I understand.

ARENA:

Because he campaigned on the platform that they
should allow them, and I just wondered, although
you were not in college, did you hear about that?
Did it make any news in the local papers, because from the
standpoint of the college it was newsworthy, the students
asking for the right to hold dances on a regular basis? I
just wondered if you heard of that.

HAISMAN:

No, I read about it later.

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
ARENA:

The question that I had in mind is an overall
question.
I believe I heard you say earlier that
you and he were in some of the same organizations,
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and some may have been student government. I was just going
to ask you to recall whatever comes to mind concerning
Richard Nixon, the political student, his speaking ability,
his manner of appearance, his manner of campaigning, if you
remember his campaigning. Anything that comes to mind.
HAISMAN:

I don't remember except that I know that he held
office and he knew. • • • Just everybody liked
him.
'

ARENA:

Let me put it indirectly, in the sense that you
don't recall that he made an outstanding impression
on you then, evidently.

HAISMAN:

I had known him as a little boy. We had grown up
[together]. I just didn't look at him at all.

ARENA:

As he was growing up, what changes or traits or
characteristics did you note? Did he impress you
as having once been a very mischievious little
rascal who was turning into a fine student? Did he seem to
have an even personality which he kept all during the time
you knew him?

HAISMAN:

That is more like it.
serious boy.

We just thought he was a

ARENA:

Even when he was a youngster, going back to the
elementary school?

HAISMAN:

At that time I didn't even give him a thought.
I knew he'd play, and he'd be playing with Alan.
And then riding the bus. I didn't even give him,
really. • • • And in high school, I didn't. • • • And I was
busy, in office, my little bit, but I was pleased when I saw
him at the dance, because I don't think I even knew he danced.
ARENA:

And did you see him dance, too?

HAISMAN:

Oh, yes. And I think that was as big an impression,
and then to see him at the Paris Cafe was the next
shock.

ARENA:

Did you see him dancing at the Paris Cafe, too?

HAISMAN:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

Did he seem to be enjoying himself?

HAISMAN:

Oh, yes. He was really just a great guy. When we
saw him, we were surprised, because I hadn't seen
him for years, really.

ARENA:

He had been in the opposite end of the country.

-14

HAISMAN:

Oh, yes, and he had matured, and I thought he
looked fine.
I just thought he looked great.
And I was glad to see that he had, because he was
not impressionable to me before.

ARENA:

On another occasion, though, some other occasion,
you had seen him at a dance.

HAISMAN:

Well, we didn't dance, not the Latin Club, we
didn't dance.

ARENA:

I just wanted to be sure. How about some of the
service clubs where on some occasions dates were
allowed? Maybe your husband was a member of the
20-30 Club or some other service club where you may have run
into the President, if that rings a bell.

HAISMAN:

No. Of course my husband was not from Whittier.
He was from Los Angeles so he didn't know anyone,
but he did come out to some of the Whittier occa
sions, but we didn't see Nixon.

ARENA:

Do you recall you and your husband discussing
Richard Nixon, given the unusualness of the Paris
Inn meeting? Did you and your husband discuss his
personality, because your husband may have met him for the
first time?

HAISMAN:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall what his first impressions were?

HAISMAN:

No,
the
the
school.
I was
graduated.

I'm sorry, there was none.
If we hadn't met
other actors and seen them. . . . They stole
show.
I didn't even know he had gone to law
just surprised and happy to know that he had

ARENA:

Although there's nothing more on the President
directly, how about his brothers or cousins? I'm
thinking of the [Oscar] Marshburn family and • • .

HAISMAN:

No.
I just know the younger brother had his cafe
just across the boulevard, not far from our ranch.

ARENA:

You're speaking about [Francis] Donald Nixon?

HAISMAN:

Yes.

ARENA:

And this would have been the restaurant in
Whittier.
I believe he had some outside of
Whittier, also.
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HAISMAN:

It was East Whittier, on the boulevard.

ARENA:

Do you recall that alcoholic beverages were served
there?

HAISMAN:

No. No. A restaurant, and it was a very nice
place when it was new.

ARENA:

And you knew him, as well, therefore.

HAISMAN:

No, I didn't, really.

ARENA:

Mrs. Haisman, I want to thank
the benefit of allowing me to
view, for answering all of my
and fully, and being so kind.
~ank you

you very much for
have this inter
questions so frankly
very much.

